
Form, Function, and Empire: Tracing the Neoclassical Architecture of Bombay 
with Avid Learning’s Motifs, Materials, and Makers Series 
 
From the eighteenth century onwards, Neoclassical architecture emerged as a dominant civic 
language across Europe and its colonies, rooted in the revival of Greco-Roman antiquity. 
Defined by symmetry, proportion, and geometric clarity, this style privileges restraint over 
ornamentation, where columns, pediments, and ordered façades derive their elegance from 
balance rather than excess. In contrast to the hybrid vocabularies of other imperial styles, 
Neoclassical design imposed a formal discipline that expressed civic authority through rigour 
and measure. 
 
In Bombay, this architectural idiom found expression in landmarks such as the Town Hall, 
the Cowasji Jehangir Hall (now home to the NGMA), and the Army & Navy Building, as well 
as the cohesive urban fabric of Ballard Estate. Beyond Mumbai, Neoclassical principles were 
also monumentalised in projects such as the Rashtrapati Bhavan, reflecting the adaptability 
and endurance of this architectural vocabulary within the Indian context. These buildings 
were not only expressions of civic order and imperial authority, but sites where British 
architects, Indian patrons, and local craftsmen together negotiated the demands of a formal 
tradition transplanted far from its origins. 
 
Avid Learning, in collaboration with the National Gallery of Modern Art, Mumbai, 
and INTACH Greater Mumbai Chapter, presents Motifs, Materials, and Makers 
of Neoclassical Architecture. The fifth episode in the Motifs series turns its focus to the 
aesthetic discipline and underpinnings of Neoclassical design.  
 
It brings together voices from architectural conservation, practice, and design with Architect, 
Critic, and Pedagogue Suprio Bhattacharjee, Architectural Conservationist, Designer, 
and Author Sunita Kohli, and Architect-Conservationist Kirtida Unwalla. The expert 
speakers will unpack how the ideals of civic order and imperial authority were translated into 
stone across Bombay's streets and Indian cities, and reflect on contemporary approaches to 
conservation, adaptive reuse, and reinterpretation of these structures within India's evolving 
urban landscape. The conversation will be moderated by Assistant Professor, Architectural 
and Urban Conservation Programme, KRVIA Sanaeya Vandrewala. 
 

This is the fifth episode in Avid Learning's ongoing Motifs, Materials, and Makers 
series. Following earlier episodes that examined Indo-Gothic architecture, Bauhaus 
influences, Mid-century Modernism, and Indo-Saracenic architecture, this edition continues 
the exploration of how architectural styles leave enduring afterlives. The Motifs series traces 
how distinctive design languages emerge, the materials and technologies that ground them, 
and the makers, both celebrated and overlooked, who shaped the built environment of 



Bombay/Mumbai and beyond. 
 
Join us to explore how Neoclassical architecture shaped the civic imagination of Bombay and 
how its legacy continues to be read, contested, and reimagined. 
 
When: Wednesday, 13 May 2026 | 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM 
Where: National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), Mumbai 
Register: www.avidlearning.in  
Press Enquiries: Ayeshah Dadachanji (ayeshah.avid@gmail.com)  
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