
Avid Learning presents a panel discussion on how megabrands are breathing new life into Mumbai’s historic 
areas!   
  
For Immediate Release 
  
Avid Learning in association with Gateway House presents a panel discussion on the re-energizing of historic 
neighborhoods through art, architecture and design. 
  
The description of the panel is as below: 
  
How is the city being reimagined and its uses and predetermined pockets being redefined? Join us for Revitalising 
Mumbai's Historic Precincts: are foreign brands the catalyst? a discussion examining how entrepreneurs, iconic 
brands, designers and architects come together to transform a city and thereby a perception and purpose of a 
locale.  
 
We have Conservation Architect and curator of Heritage Walks @ Kala Ghoda Arts Fest, Kruti Garg, Chairperson, 
Indian Heritage Society Anita Garware, Brand Custodian, Tata Sons Ltd., Harish Bhat, and Founder and Creative 
Director, Ministry of New, Marlies Bloemendaal in conversation with Author and Mumbai History Fellow at 
Gateway House, Sifra Lentin.  
  
These experts will bring insights into how international brands are serving as the catalyst for civic change as 
Christian Louboutin, Hermes, Nirav Mody and now Zara have done and continue to do. How are these game-
changer brands sweeping and reshaping the city’s landscape of iconic areas like Horniman Circle, Fort and Kala 
Ghoda in a way that Bombay has never seen before? Understand these forays from the perspectives of the 
environmental benefit/impact, civic conservation, urban development and economic rationale.  Learn how 
international design, social influencers and conservation architecture all share the same space and discover how 
the changing the landscape of Mumbai is also changing attitudes. One building at a time. 
  
Where: Gateway Building, Stevens Road, Next to Royal Bombay Yacht Club, Apollo Bunder, Mumbai - 400 005 
When: Wednesday, 14th June 2017 ; 6.00 – 6. 30 PM - Registrations and Refreshments | 6. 30 PM – 8.00 PM – 
Discussion 
RSVP: avidlearning@essar.com / +919769937710; prior registration required 
Press Email / Call: Ayeshah Dadachanji on ayeshah.avid@gmail.com / +91 9820155297 
  
 
Bios of the Panelists:  
 
Harish Bhat is Brand Custodian, Tata Sons, Chairman of Tata Global Beverages Ltd. and Tata Coffee Ltd. He is also 
a Director on the Boards of several other Tata Companies, including Titan Company Ltd., Trent Ltd., Tata 
Starbucks Pvt. Ltd., Infiniti Retail Ltd., Tata Unistore Ltd. and Tata AIA Life Insurance Company. His career with the 
Tata Group spans 30 years. He is an alumnus of BITS Pilani and IIM Ahmedabad where he won the Gold Medal for 
scholastic excellence in 1987.  In 1997, he won the Chevening Scholarship for young managers, awarded by the 
British Government.  He has strong professional interests in strategy, consumer behavior, business economics 
and business history.  He has been a member of the Consumer Insights Panel of the Economic Development 
Board, Government of Singapore.  He has also represented the Tata Group on the Executive Committee of the 
World Federation of Advertisers. Mr. Bhat is a prolific writer who contributes regularly to various national 
publications.  He has written two books, “Tata Log” in 2012 and “The Curious Marketer”, released this year. 



 Sifra Lentin is the Bombay History Fellow at Gateway House: Indian Council on Global Relations. She graduated 
in English from Elphinstone College, Mumbai, and went on to complete her Bachelor’s in General Law (BGL) from 
the Government Law College, Mumbai. She has written for a wide spectrum of Bombay-based newspapers and 
magazines – most notably Mid-Day, The Times of India, The Sunday Observer, Hindustan Times, Taj Magazine, 
JetWings and One India One People. She has also been published in two books: MARG’s ‘Indian Jewish Heritage – 
Ritual, Life-Cycle & Art’(2002), and One India One People’s book on Communities of India (2006). Her recent work 
has been the Indian Navy’s Western Fleet coffee table book ‘A Salute To The Sword Arm – A Photo Essay On The 
Western Fleet’ (April 2007). She is also on the Board of Trustees of the Sir Jacob Sassoon School (Byculla, 
Mumbai). 
  
Kruti Garg is a practicing Conservation Architect with 12 years experience in the field of Historic preservation and 
restoration of Cultural heritage. She completed her education as M.Arch in Conservation from Delhi in 2004 and 
has been working since then. She strongly believes that conservation is an attitude which can be harbored to 
work with development and not against it, achieving the best of both worlds. She also exemplifies that creating 
awareness towards our heritage is as important as it is to work in the field of conservation and has been 
designing Heritage walks in Mumbai with the aim to sensitize people to their heritage which have imparted this 
iconic identity to our city at the backdrop of which we have evolved. She has headed the Heritage Walks vertical 
at the Kala Ghoda Arts Festival for 8 years and also co-authored a book on Kala Ghoda edited by Abha Lambah. 
This year she also created a visually stimulating installation at the Kala Ghoda Festival depicting cityscape of 
Heritage buildings in Mumbai which reflect the symbiotic relation of the citizens with their city as a tool for public 
engagement with heritage.  
 
Anita Garware is actively involved in heritage conservation and currently chairs the Indian Heritage Society – 
Mumbai. The Society started the “Mumbai Sankriti Festival” in 2009 and assisted with the restoration of the 
University of Mumbai’s Rajabai Clock Tower and Library and the Durbar Hall of the Asiatic Society. In 1992 she 
started the “Banganga Festival” and in 1995 presented a son-et-lumiere on the history of the city called “Mumbai 
Katha” as well as assisted with the restoration of the heritage structures of the Raj Bhavan in Mumbai. In 2002 
she co-ordinated the publication of a book on the Raj Bhavans of Maharashtra. She has been involved with the 
Garware Foundation since 1982. Mrs. Garware regularly writes for the monthly area newspaper “Voice of 
Malabar Hills’. She has been nominated by the Government of India on the NITIE Board for 6 years, and serves on 
various committees to bring greater collaboration between industry and educational institutions, and 
vocationalise education. She is Hon. Gen. Secretary of the Society For The Rehabilitation Of Crippled Children.   
  
Marlies Bloemendaal is the Founder and Creative Director of Ministry of New, a design-inspired collaborative 
workspace for independent professionals looking to be part of an international creative community. A Dutch 
graphic designer by profession, Marlies worked as an art director for several international magazines from 
Europe and India. Much of Marlies’s design comes from Dutch minimalism fused with inspiration from Indian city 
life. She has been based in Mumbai since 2008.  
  
 
About Partners: 
Avid Learning, a public programming platform and cultural arm of the Essar Group, has conducted over 700 
programs and connected with more than 65,000 individuals since its inception in 2009. Driven by the belief that 
Learning Never Stops, AVID’s multiple formats like Workshops, Panel Discussions, Gallery Walkthroughs, and 
Festival Platforms create a dynamic and interactive atmosphere that stimulates intellectual and creative growth 
across the fields of Culture & Heritage, Literature, Art and Innovation. 
Facebook : www.facebook.com/Avidlearning; Twitter : www.twitter.com/Avidlearning; Instagram: @avidlearning 



 
Gateway House is a Mumbai based think tank, established in 2009, working on the intersection between foreign 
policy and business. We are membership-based and our dispersed memberships ensure independence and a 
non-partisan approach. Our mission is to inform and influence policy, particularly foreign policy that impacts the 
way in which business is done in and with India. We execute that mission through our studies programme, a 
comprehensive website, and discussions/interactions with global leaders. 


