
"Oral sources tell us not just what people did, but what they wanted to do, what they believed they were doing, 
and what they now think they did.” 

(Oral Historian and Scholar of American Literature, Alessandro Portelli) 
 
Despite the historical significance, the stories and experiences of those who lived through the 1947 Partition 
have often been overlooked or forgotten. Its impact is not limited to the physical and political boundaries of 
the two nations, the far-reaching consequences continue to be felt today, both in South Asia and around the 
world. 
The stories and experiences of those who lived through the Partition cut across various divides, including 
geography, political affiliation, ethnicity, and caste. They offer a powerful reminder of the common human 
experience that unites us all. Much of the research on the Partition has focused on the more visible and overt 
consequences of the event, such as the violence, displacement, and migration that occurred. While these 
aspects are certainly important, we still need to understand the impact of the more subtle and long-lasting 
effects of the Partition on individuals, communities, and societies. 
 
For Immediate Release: 
 
Mumbai Research Centre, Asiatic Society of Mumbai, and Avid Learning present Journeys of Separation - 
Recalling Stories of Partition, a lecture demonstration by Author, Managing Editor, The 1947 Partition Archive 
Dr. Guneeta Singh Bhalla. Her presentation will be followed by a conversation with Deputy Editor, Live History 
India Aparna Andhare. 
 
Please read below for more information on the event: 
The event will begin with the Mumbai launch of Book 1, the inaugural volume of the 10,000 Memories series, 
drawing on stories from Afghanistan in the west to Myanmar in the east, and Kashmir in the north to Kerala in 
the south, to provide vivid insights into this defining moment in world history unlike any previously written. Dr. 
Bhalla will share narratives from Bombay, including stories of soldiers involved in the Navy Mutiny, the 
settlement of Sindhis post-partition, and numerous Muslim families who chose to stay in Bombay and 
continued to call it their home among others. During her conversation with Aparna Andhare, she will talk about 
the origins of The 1947 Partition Archive and what inspired her to begin interviewing Partition witnesses in 
2009. The speakers will discuss how a platform for crowdsourcing oral histories of Partition educated citizen 
historians to document over 10,000 Partition witness accounts. 
 
The conversation will be followed by a Q&A session with the audience. 
 
Join us for a nostalgic lecture demonstration to discover and remember the evocative stories ensuring that 
history is not forgotten. 
 
Event Details:  
Where: Durbar Hall, Asiatic Society of Mumbai, Fort, Mumbai 400001     
When: Monday, 13th March 2023   
6:00 pm - 6:30 pm Registration | 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm - Session     
RSVP: www.insider.in   
Contact: ayeshah.avid@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.insider.in/
mailto:ayeshah.avid@gmail.com


 
About Speakers 
Dr. Guneeta Singh Bhalla is the founder of The 1947 Partition Archive, an organization that documents oral 
histories from survivors of India and Pakistan's 1947 Partition, also known as the world's largest mass refugee 
crisis. After a 2008 visit to the oral testimony archives at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial, she was inspired and 
began interviewing Partition witnesses in 2009. Previously, she was an experimental condensed matter 
physicist who completed her tenure as a post-doctoral researcher at the Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory and the Department of Physics at the University of California at Berkeley. She devised experiments 
to probe quantum confinement at interfaces that include oxide heterostructures and domain walls in 
multiferroics. Underneath it all, she is a visual artist who won numerous awards for her works through her 
school days and college, before diverting her creative skills to the hard sciences, and now, oral history. 
 
Aparna Andhare is the Deputy Editor, Live History India, looking after programming for LHI Circle. She was, 
until recently, a curator at the Maharaja Sawai Man Singh II Museum, the City Palace, Jaipur. Joining the 
Museum in 2017, she worked on developing a new gallery on transport, contributed to publications, had 
collection responsibilities, and handled outreach activities including social media. Specializing in art and 
architecture of early modern India, she has two master's degrees: Art in the Global Middle Ages (University of 
Edinburgh, 2017), and Arts and Aesthetics (Master's, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, 2012). In 
Bombay, she has worked on independent archiving projects and taught and coordinated the Art Design History 
and Theory program for undergraduates at ISDI-Parson's Mumbai (2013-16). Aparna contributes to various 
publications on art and culture. 
 
About Partners 
 
Asiatic Society of Mumbai 
Website: https://www.asiaticsociety.org.in/  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/AsiaticSocMum 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/asiaticsocietymumbai/?hl=en 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AsiaticMumbai  
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@AsiaticSociety/featured  
 
Mumbai Research Centre 
Website: https://www.asiaticsociety.org.in/  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/AsiaticSocMum 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/asiaticsocietymumbai/?hl=en 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AsiaticMumbai  
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@AsiaticSociety/featured  
 
Avid Learning  
Website: https://www.avidlearning.in/    
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Avidlearning   
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/avidlearning/   
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/avidlearning/   
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/AvidLearning/ 
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