
Reliquaries: The Remembered Self. 
 
For centuries humans have preserved memories of themselves in the forms of monuments, shrines and artifacts. 
The essence of the soul is said to be captured in these objects, never to be forgotten. 
 
Tarq and Avid Learning are excited to present a journey through the mosaics of personal memories, myth and 
ritual as the artists unravel layer after layer of the stories behind their works and the processes that led the 
artists to their final works in an walk through of their exhibition Reliquaries at Tarq Gallery.  
 
An exhibition of recent works by Suruchi Choksi and Rithika Merchant, takes a closer look at how we construct 
and envision our pasts, both collective and personal. Through their respective processes both artists are able to 
uniquely capture two aspects of recollecting that are radically different, yet inextricably linked to each other. 
 
Suruchi investigates each layer of her images, assuming that no picture, and no story, is absolute at any given 
time, as every story is perceived differently by every individual. Rithika’s characters on the other hand hark back 
to a sense of belief in ritual, building a mystical narrative from one image to the next. 
 
 
Date:                Friday March 14th,2015  
Time:                Registration and Refreshments: 5:30PM - 6:00 PM 
  Discussion- 6:00PM onwards 
Location:          Tarq, F35/36 Dhanraj Mahal, CSM Marg, Apollo Bunder, Colaba, Mumbai-1  
Entry:                 Free 
 
 
About the Artists 
 
Rithika Merchant deals with creating mosaics of myths that question received histories that are available to us 
throughout culture. In 2008, she graduated with a Bachelors in Fine Arts from Parsons the New School for 
Design in New York. She has studied painting and conceptual practice at the Hellenic International Studies In The 
Arts in Paros, Greece. In 2008 she was a resident at the Convento Sao Francisco Mertola in Mertola, Portugal. Her 
recent projects include an international residency where she researched the folk culture of the native German 
speaking Swabians in Garana a village in a Banaat region of Romania as a part of Arthouse Wolfberg/Garana 
where she was commissioned for a triptych for the regional art museum. She was a participant at the Swab Art 
Far in Barcelona. She has had two solo showings at Gallery Art and Soul, Bombay - “Origin of Species” in 2011, 
followed by “Mythography” in 2013. In 2014, she had a solo show “Encyclopaedia of the Strange” in Nuremberg, 
Germany. Her work was also included in multiple group shows at Stephen Romano Gallery in New York. She is 
currently preparing for her debut solo show in New York at Stephen Romano Gallery. Born in Bombay she now 
divides her time between Bombay and Barcelona. 
 
Suruchi Choksi is a self-taught artist. Having grown up in Kolkata and working presently out of Mumbai, she 
grapples with the issues of space, limits, absence and elsewhere. Her repertoire includes photography, drawings, 
sculptures and installations. Her work is abstract, and by contesting the division between the realms of memory 
and the realm of experience she makes works that are intensely personal. She tries to absorb the tradition of 
archiving into daily practice and uses her art as a register of wordless narratives, working within an ambiguous 
space. She has had two solo shows, Burnt Sienna in 2006 at Hacienda Art Gallery, Mumbai and a video 
installation, Unbelong : Illustrated Antipodes at Afghan Church and What About Art?, Mumbai in 2014. 


