
Discover Architecture straight from the Imagination on AVID Online’s next live session with 

Mustansir Dalvi  

 

“There are no straight lines or sharp corners in nature. Therefore, buildings must have no straight lines 

or sharp corners.” 

- Antoni Gaudi 
 

For Immediate Release 

 

Do architects and designers need to only confine themselves to what is conceivably possible?  Do 

they have to limit their imaginations in the service of engineering or for the sole purpose of function? 

Some architects and designers throughout the course of history have created beautifully paradoxical 

buildings and spaces that are truly fantastical, inspired and inspiring –ones which also stand as 

engineering marvels and iconic pieces of built heritage.  

 

These buildings and their creators have drawn from or even spawned art and design movements and 

defied logic and physical or functional constraints to create whimsical aesthetic spaces and structures 

straight out of their wildest imaginations. 

 

As part of our ongoing digital campaign AVID Online, Kala Ghoda Association (KGA) and Avid 

Learning present Fantasy Architecture, a fascinating live lecture demonstration with Architect, 

Professor at Sir J.J. College of Architecture and Poet Mustansir Dalvi who will address the 

fascinating topic of whimsical architecture and fantasy, weaving in an element of poetry.  

 

Please read below for more details: 

 

Part historical overview and part poetic reflection, this lecture demonstration will touch upon the works 

of Antoni Gaudi and fantasy Art Nouveau architecture as well as Art Deco influences and fantasy 

architectural elements inserted playfully into the Indian milieu. As a poet, Mustansir will touch upon 

how he reflects and constructs, iteratively, drawing on his experience and training as an architect.  

 

Explore the inclusion of fantastical elements in built structures by examining a broad range of 

architectural production that pushed the boundaries of tradition.  And probe larger questions like the 

role of visionary architecture as a tool for inspiring change and optimism and encouraging critical 

thinking in young architects. 

 

This session will be part of Blurring Boundaries, a larger virtual collaborative series that aims to 

engage with emerging voices and cutting edge creative practices from the visual art world and 

examine the interstices where various aspects and disciplines of the arts intersect. 

 

Join us to discover gems of architecture and design that transcend disciplines, defy logic and physics 

and are living testaments to the wondrous imaginations of their creators! 



  

 

When: Thursday, 8th October 2020 | 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM  

RSVP: www.avidlearning.in 

Press Email/ Call: Dhwani Vyas Rele on dhwani.avid@gmail.com / +919769877928 
 

 

 

About the Speaker 

 

http://www.avidlearning.in/
mailto:dhwani.avid@gmail.com


Mustansir Dalvi is Professor of Architecture at Sir JJ College of Architecture. He is on the Board of 

Governors of the MMR Heritage Society and a Trustee of Art Deco Mumbai. In his doctoral research, 

completed IIT-Bombay in 2107, he explored the semiotics of Art Deco architecture in Bombay. 

 

Partner Information 

 

Kala Ghoda Association and Festival: 

Website:  http://www.kalaghodaassociation.com/ 

Twitter: @kgafest 

Instagram: @kgafest 

Facebook: @kalaghodaartsfestival 

 

 

Avid Learning: 
Website: http://www.avidlearning.in 
Twitter:  https://twitter.com/AvidLearning 
Instagram: @avidlearning 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/avidlearning/  
 
#LearningNeverStops! 
 
Watch all past AVID Online episodes on our dedicated YouTube Playlist: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYt7Q44R5xkd4dRefvV3nFloOHEePgLAZ 

 

 

 

x 

 

About AVID 

 

Avid Learning, the cultural philanthropy arm of the Essar Group founded in 2009 has, over the past 
decade, grown into one of Mumbai’s leading public programming platforms and is firmly entrenched in 
the country’s wider cultural ecosystem. Our thoughtfully curated and diverse events embrace the spirit 
of collaboration to bring together the best of Indian and international writers, artists, intellectuals, 
cultural experts, policymakers and industry leaders across Visual Art, Literature, Culture and Heritage, 
Education, Design & Technology and the Performing Arts through engaging and dynamic formats like 
panel discussions, workshops & master classes, roundtables, lecture demonstrations, festival 
platforms, symposiums & conferences, multidisciplinary performances and walkthroughs. To date, 
AVID has conducted over 1250 programs and connected with more than 150,000 individuals, a widely 
eclectic group of life-long learners including students, patrons, practitioners, influencers, thought 
leaders and cultural & creative enthusiasts in Mumbai, Delhi, Jaipur, Bangalore, Goa and Gujarat. We 
have also made our mark internationally, with events and collaborations in Dubai and New York. We 
regularly collaborate and partner with institutions, organisations and initiatives like the National Gallery 
of Modern Art (NGMA), (CSMVS) Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), 

http://www.kalaghodaassociation.com/
http://www.avidlearning.in/
https://twitter.com/AvidLearning
https://www.facebook.com/avidlearning/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYt7Q44R5xkd4dRefvV3nFloOHEePgLAZ


one of the apex bodies that impact cultural policy and the creative sector as a whole. We have been at 
the helm of programming at the Royal Opera House, Mumbai India’s only surviving Opera House 
since its reopening in 2016. We believe in the importance of arts for social change and we regularly 
offer our support and platforms for Social Advocacy. In April 2020, we launched AVID Online, an 
online further learning campaign on our social media platforms for our followers to engage with a 
range of varied topics across the breadth of the arts. Our eclectic faculty of experts, thought leaders, 
practitioners and innovators continue to share their learnings, expertise and knowledge on our social 
media platforms with tailored content featured weekly for AVID’s online community and beyond. In 
collaboration with long-term and new partners, we have since dimensionalised the campaign by re-
introducing our existing offline formats and IPs and enhancing them for digital engagement. We have 
taken our content live with engaging masterclasses and virtual panel discussions and also built robust 
tangential campaigns and series in support of worthy causes and highlighting topical issues. To keep 
updated on our programmes, like us on https://www.facebook.com/avidlearning/, follow us on 
https://twitter.com/AvidLearning and Instagram: @avidlearning or log onto http://www.avidlearning.in 
#LearningNeverStops! 
 
Watch all past AVID Online episodes on our dedicated YouTube Playlist: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYt7Q44R5xkd4dRefvV3nFloOHEePgLAZ 
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