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Did you know that the first permanent and oldest surviving photograph was also the first architectural 
photograph as it was a view of buildings? View from the Window at Le Gras was taken by photography pioneer 
Nicéphore Niépce in as early as 1826. By the 1860s, architectural photography emerged as an established visual 
medium. And by the early 1950s, architects were commissioning photographers to take subjective impressions of 
their constructions resulting in architectural photography being viewed as more of an art form. 
  
The Royal Opera House, Mumbai and Avid Learning present Capturing the City: An Architectural Photography 
Workshop. This is a unique opportunity to learn how to create arresting images of the city’s built environment in 
this hands-on workshop with veteran photographer, David de Souza. 
  
The description of the workshop is as below: 
  
Architecture surrounds us in the city and Mumbai has a rich variety of beautiful and interesting examples worth 
capturing- be they svelte skyscrapers, historic landmarks, decrepit industrial factories or important architectural 
specimens. Join our expert David to gain valuable insights and skills on how to take some stunning architectural 
shots. 
  
Expect to gain knowledge on framing, composition, and lighting techniques and principles, to review useful 
digital platforms and mobile phone apps and gain insights into more philosophical considerations like visual 
empathy, injecting personality and capturing the essence and character of a building through an image.  
  
The discussion will be followed by an opportunity to test out your newly acquired skills at the recently restored 
and reopened Royal Opera House Mumbai with an exclusive shooting session at this iconic landmark. The images 
from the workshop will be displayed at the Royal Opera House as an exhibition. One selected image which most 
successfully captures the essence of this illustrious building will be showcased prominently on the venue’s 
website!  
  
So whether you want to train your inner eye or hone your photography skills to capture you favourite sites all 
you need is to bring your camera and a whole lot of imagination!  
  
Where: Essar House - Podium 11 K.K. Marg, Mahalaxmi Mumbai 400034 
When: Saturday, 27th May, 2017; 10.00 AM – 11.00 AM – Registrations and Breakfast | 11.00 AM to 1.00 PM – 
Session I | 1.00 PM to 2.00 PM – Lunch | 2.00 PM to 4.00 PM – Session II 
Fee: Rs. 1000 (including lunch) ; Rs. 700 with valid student ID 
RSVP Email / Call: www.avidlearning.in/ avidlearning@essar.com /   
+919769937710; prior registration required 
Press Email / Call: Ayeshah Dadachanji on ayeshah.avid@gmail.com / +91 9820155297 
  
 
About the Instructor: 
David de Souza has been a commercial photographer for the past 15 years. He has produced 8 monographs and 
4 commissioned books. He was also the field director of ‘Picture Mumbai’: Landmarks of a new generation a 
Getty Conservation Institute Initiative. 
  
 



About Partners: 
  
Avid Learning, a public programming platform and cultural arm of the Essar Group, has conducted over 700 
programs and connected with more than 65,000 individuals since its inception in 2009. Driven by the belief that 
Learning Never Stops, AVID’s multiple formats like Workshops, Panel Discussions, Gallery Walkthroughs, and 
Festival Platforms create a dynamic and interactive atmosphere that stimulates intellectual and creative growth 
across the fields of Culture & Heritage, Literature, Art and Innovation. 
Facebook : www.facebook.com/Avidlearning; Twitter : www.twitter.com/Avidlearning; Instagram: @avidlearning 


