
Avid Learning’s acclaimed series Sustainability NOW returns to the National Gallery of Modern Art in 

honour of World Water Day 

“Water is life's matter and matrix, mother and medium. There is no life without water.” 

- Albert Szent-Gyorgyi 

Water is not just a resource but a life’s necessity, making it synonymous with living. From our 

fundamental biology to physical landscapes to livelihoods to artistic expression, it flows through every 

aspect of our lives. As a result of the climate crisis, humanity finds itself experiencing catastrophic 

extremities of the element. Disruption to the water cycle has caused rising sea levels due to an increase 

in global temperatures and severe droughts in some regions, while human production and consumption 

have led to the build-up of toxic waste in rivers, seas, and oceans, impacting the most vulnerable 

communities around the world.  

Avid Learning in collaboration with National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), Mumbai, The Living 

Waters Museum, and All Living Things Environmental Film Festival (ALT EFF) is proud to present The 

Shape of Water: Climate, Conservation & Creativity, a panel discussion on the influence of water on our 

physical world and cultural imagination. This discussion with Documentary Filmmaker Akanksha Gupta, 

Programming Director, ALT EFF Anaka Kaundinya, Founder & Managing Director, Smaart Water Ravi 

Mariwala, Social Documentary Photographer, Co-founder, Hallu Hallu, and Visual Anthropologist Aslam 

Saiyad will explore the barriers we face in safeguarding this element and the methods to dismantle 

them for an empathetic and ecologically resilient future. The conversation will be moderated by 

Founder-Director, Living Waters Museum Dr. Sara Ahmed.   

This marks our return to the acclaimed Sustainability NOW series, which began in 2020. It is a 

thematized and targeted series of discussions, online episodes, masterclasses and more that aim to 

convert audiences into changemakers and active catalysts and custodians for a greener future. Speakers 

include artists, designers, material researchers, chefs, architects, creative entrepreneurs, policymakers, 

environmentalists, urban planners, educators, scientists, social media influencers, philanthropists, 

scholars, technologists, business leaders, museologists and many more voices. Previous editions of the 

series have covered topics such as architecture and urbanism, emerging trends in the fashion industry, 

the future of food and conscious consumption, materiality, technology, eco-tourism and sustainable 

heritage.  

Join us for a riveting conversation to create a future where water is preserved, honored, and 

reimagined.  

When: Wednesday, 19th March 2024  

                6:00 pm - 6:30 pm Registration | 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm - Session   

Where: National Gallery of Modern Art, Fort, Mumbai 

Press: Ayeshah Dadachanji (ayeshah.avid@gmail.com)  
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Faculty Bios 

Akanksha is a documentary filmmaker who's work revolves around the complexities that a city has to 

offer. She is drawn to questions about identity, urban sociology, erasure and migration and often tries to 

address them in her work. Her films have been screened at numerous film festivals and educational 

forums. Akanksha has worked and continues to work on water stories as a means to explore issues of 

larger politics and urban sociology. Her film 'The Chaviwallahs of Mumbai' made in the year 2022 

attempted to create a hydraulic portrait of the city that is ridden with complex pipe politics. As an 

extension of her work on water in Mumbai, Akanksha also conducts a water walk ‘Tracing the footsteps 

of water in Mumbai’, which explores the politics of water in the city stemming from its colonial past. 

 

Anaka is a writer, curator and creative producer. Her education in law and journalism have grounded 

her work in media & the arts as trauma-informed and systems-focused. Having embraced a number of 

curiosities, Anaka’s work isn’t bound by media or form. She thrives in long-term projects, engaging most 

deeply with culture, decoloniality, ecology and gender. As Programming Director for ALT EFF, she 

curates films and non-film programs for diverse demographics pan-India and abroad, in the hopes of 

serving the best interests of people and the planet. She believes that traditional knowledge, community 

and culture are the bedrock of internationalist solidarities amidst existential threats. In her capacity as a 

multimedia producer, she is equally comfortable working in audio, video and text, and has worked as 

passionately on independent projects as on branded content. Her clients include: Google, World Health 

Organization (WHO), Johnson & Johnson, MTV, Tata Power. She’s been published in New York 

Magazine, Vulture, The Cut, Kajal Magazine, Edible Hudson, BRIC Radio, Bedford & Bowery and National 

Geographic. In her downtime, she creates ceramics, ink, textile and lino art at her home studio. And 

maintains a lifelong practice in theater and dance. 

 

Aslam Saiyad is a Mumbai-based social documentary photographer, visiting lecturer in mass media, and 

socio-environmental researcher. His work explores the complex relationship between urban 

development, environmental degradation, and human livelihoods. His street exhibitions, including 

"Mumbai Rivers Photo Project" and "The Last Bhistis of Mumbai," highlight the impact of urban growth 

on the city's environment and its communities.  Saiyad, who holds a master's in Environmental Science 

and is pursuing Anthropology, co-founded Hallu Hallu, a walk tour company that champions indigenous 

voices and knowledge. His current research focuses on the festivals of tribal communities in the Palghar 

district, demonstrating the deep connection between their rituals, geography, and ecosystem, beyond 

simple mythology. Through his photography, lectures, and research, Saiyad strives to raise public 

awareness and understanding of these critical issues in his native city. 

 

Dr. Ravi Mariwala is a visionary entrepreneur and chemical engineer with over 25 years of experience in 

developing and commercializing innovative solutions for sustainability and industrial applications. 

Passionate about creating a positive impact through technology and business, Dr. Mariwala has founded 

and led multiple successful ventures. He is driven by a commitment to renewable resources, circularity, 

and solving critical environmental challenges. As the Founder and CEO of Smaart Water, he started the 

company with a vision of providing Sustainable and Abundant Water to everyone. Ravi holds a Ph.D. in 

Chemical Engineering from the University of Delaware with 5 patents and 17 publications in 

international peer-reviewed Journals. He additionally has worked on projects funded by Dupont, Air 

Products, Rohm & Haas and US Govt. through TDA Research, Colorado. Ravi is an adjunct faculty at the 

Institute of Chemical Technology, Mumbai, member of the research council of CSMCRI-Bhavnagar a 

Govt. of India CSIR laboratory and one of the founding members of Tech & Innovation Advisor Group of 

Centre for Human Rights and International Justice at the Stanford University.  

 



Sara Ahmed is the Founder of the Living Waters Museum, which includes an online archive with visual 

narratives on India's diverse water heritage and a public engagement and education program in various 

parts of the country, as well as with international partners through the Global Network of Water 

Museums. Sara has a PhD from the University of Cambridge and more than 30 years of research and 

advocacy on water governance, gender equity and adaptation to climate change. 

 

 

 


