Journey through history, space, and identity with Mumbai’s taxis, clocks and statues in Avid Learning’s acclaimed series

In a large metropolis like Mumbai, its citizens become transfixed in their daily routines, without pausing to reflect on
certain structures that shape the city’s essence. Among the structures that are often relegated to the ‘ordinary’, the
ubiquitous kaali-peeli taxis, historic statues, and towering public clocks contain pieces of integral history. From the statues
of Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, Subash Chandra Bose, and King Edward VIl to the ticking of the Rajabai Clock Tower, clocks at
Lions Gate, and Crawford Market, these symbols stratify the past while simultaneously intersecting with contemporary
symbols including the quintessential Mumbai taxis.

Avid Learning in collaboration with National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), Mumbai and Kala Ghoda Association is
proud to present Uncovering Urban Legacies: Icons of Mumbai — Taxis, Public Clocks, and Statues. The engaging panel
discussion with Photographer Chirodeep Chaudhuri, Archaeologist, Art Historian, and Author Sandeep Dahisarkar,
Photojournalist Fawzan Husain, Historian-in-Training and Founder, Karwaan Heritage Eshan Sharma will explore their
idiosyncrasies, historical significance, and place in our present times. The conversation will be moderated by Conservation
Architect Kruti Garg.

This program marks the return of Avid Learning’s flagship series Uncovering Urban Legacies. After an in-depth
exploration of the diasporas that shaped the trading port city of Bombay (now called Mumbai) and its precincts, we shift
our focus to its icons— markers of the city’s heritage and cultural tapestry. Each episode of this new series will spotlight a
group of city’s recognizable objects, spaces, and systems, showcasing the multicultural fabric and cosmopolitan character
of Mumbai.

Join us to rediscover Mumbai’s makings through its markers of time, transport, and traditions.

When: Wednesday, 23™ April 2025 | 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
Where: National Gallery of Modern Art, Mumbai
Register: www.avidlearning.in

Press: Ayeshah Dadachanji (ayeshah.avid@gmail.com)
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Chirodeep’s three-decade long career began in advertising and he has since worn many hats — switching careers as a
photojournalist and then as an Editor of Photography. He was, till recently, heading the Design and Photography
departments of Timeout, the international arts and culture magazine’s three India editions. He has also been the Editor of
Photography of National Geographic Traveler (India).

Among his recent avatars, he has authored the critically feted book ‘A Village In Bengal: Photographs and an Essay’, a
result of his 13-year long engagement with his ancestral village in West Bengal and his family’s two century old tradition
of the Durga Puja. He is also the co-author of ‘With Great Truth & Regard: The History of the Typewriter in India’. His
works documenting Bombay’s architectural heritage can also be seen featured in important publications like ‘Bombay:
The Cities Within’, ‘Fort Walks’, ‘A City’s Legacy: The Indian Navy’s Heritage in Mumbai’ and ‘Anchoring A City Line’ to
name a few.

Chirodeep’s work documents the urban landscape and he has often been referred to as “the chronicler of Bombay”.
During his career he has produced diverse documents of his home city in a range of projects like ‘Seeing Time: Public
Clocks of Bombay’, ‘The One-Rupee Entrepreneur’, ‘The Commuters’ and ‘In the city, a library’ among others.

Sandeep Dahisarkar is an archaeologist, art historian, and the youngest author on Mumbai’s history. With over a decade
of experience in archaeological and historical research, he has authored three books: The Pathare Kshatriyas of Bombay
(2022), Parle: Dnyata-adnyata (2023), and The Historiography of Shri Bimbakhyana (2024).

He has taught at Sathaye College and as a visiting faculty at Sophia College and IES College of Architecture, Mumbai. He
received the Gulestan Bilimoria Junior Research Fellowship from the Asiatic Society of Mumbai in 2017.
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As a cultural consultant, he trained guides for the Devi Ahilyabai Holkar Maheshwar Walk. He has delivered over 28
lectures, including for Avid Learning and IGNCA Vadodara. He also conducts heritage walks and presents research
internationally. His contributions to archaeology and history have earned him the Sane Guruji Yuva Puraskar (2022) and
Yuva Sanman Puraskar (2023).

Eshan Sharma is a heritage activist, historian-in-training, and occasional writer with a focus on Modern Indian History. He
holds a degree in History from Delhi University and a postgraduation from The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda,
specializing in the representation of women in New Wave Hindi cinema. With over three years of research on the New
Wave in Indian cinema, Eshan has delivered guest lectures at various universities and written for publications like The
Wire and Frontline. He is also known for curating cinema walks in Delhi and Mumbai, including Basu Da's Bombay and All
We Imagine As Bombay with filmmaker Payal Kapadia. Eshan’s contributions have been recognized by prominent
platforms, including TIME Magazine. He is also the founder of Karwaan Heritage.

Fawzan Husain is a photojournalist, creative artist, teacher, and organic farmer. A self-taught photographer, he has spent
38 years in photojournalism. After earning a post-graduate degree from the Bombay School of Journalism, he worked at
Mid-Day and later India Today for over a decade. He has held eight solo shows, 12 group exhibitions, and published three
books: Between Bombay & Mumbai, The Silver Screen & Beyond and Mumbai in Lockdown’ Covid Chronicles in the city of
dreams. He also spoke at TEDx Ahmedabad on"Re-discovering Photography." When not taking pictures, he enjoys organic
farming at his Dahanu farm, ensuring his food is 100% organic

Kruti Garg is a practicing Conservation Architect with 20 years’ experience in the field of Historic preservation and
restoration of Cultural heritage. She completed her education as M.Arch in Conservation from the School of Planning &
Architecture, New Delhi in 2004 and has been working with Abha Narain Lambah Associates since 2006. She has
undertaken a Masonry Conservation Course from RESTORE, New York and has received scholarship for attending the
Attingham Summer School on Historic Interiors in UK in 2010.

She has been instrumental in handling variety of projects as Director, Conservation some of which are Restoration of the
Opera House, Mumbai, Adaptive reuse and design of a Heritage hotel by the PARK, Quila Mubarak, Patiala, Restoration of
Town hall building, Mumbai, Restoration and Design of Lalbagh Palace Museum, Design of the Balasaheb Thackeray
Rashtriya Smarak, Excavation, Reconstruction, Design and Interior design for the Art Gallery at Choti Chaupad for Jaipur
Metro to name a few.

She has been a recipient of Woman achiever’s award in 2017 by Young Environmentalists Programme trust, Mumbai and
been part of 2 UNESCO Asia Pacific Award citations for Culture and Heritage Conservation with ANLA along with a special
mention on the Lalbagh palace project headed by her which won the “Works of Wonder” by Architectural Digest where
international editors collaborated to select the 20 best projects for the year 2022.

She also exemplifies that creating awareness towards heritage is as important as it is to work in the field of conservation,
and she has been associated with curating and heading the Heritage walks section for Kala Ghoda for 10 years. She has
also co-authored a book on Kala Ghoda edited by Abha Lambah.



