Climate, Conservation, and Coexistence: Avid Learning and Tata Institute of Fundamental Research,
Mumbai, Present a Multidisciplinary Dialogue on Ecological Crises and Environmental Future

Ecosystems that have existed for millions of years are being rapidly lost, disrupting delicate ecological
balances that sustain life on Earth. From the rainforests of the Amazon to the coral reefs of the Great Barrier
Reef, nature’s most diverse habitats are vanishing, threatening not just wildlife but also human livelihoods,
food security, and global stability. The planet’s biodiversity is under threat in the very ecosystems that
surround our cities, feed our communities, and anchor our cultures. The scale and speed of this loss raise
troubling questions: How much longer can we continue this course? And what must we do now to chart a more
hopeful path?

In an age of unprecedented environmental change, the impacts of climate disruption and ecological
degradation are deeply interconnected. Rising temperatures, disappearing species, degraded coastlines, and
vanishing pollinators are not separate issues, they are part of one unfolding crisis. Yet, even in the face of
these challenges, there are stories of resistance: of scientists decoding patterns of resilience, of grassroots
communities protecting local habitats, of policymakers and funders seeking more equitable, systemic
interventions.

Avid Learning and Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), Mumbai present Living with Nature:
Biodiversity, Climate Change, and the Path Forward, an urgent and timely discussion bringing together a
panel of experts working across conservation science, ecosystem protection, policy innovation, and climate
strategy including President & CEO, Wildlife Conservation Trust Dr. Anish Andheria; Director, Coastal
Conservation Foundation Shaunak Modi; Professor, Ecology & Evolution, NCBS-TIFR Dr. Mahesh
Sankaran; and CEO, India Climate Collaborative Shloka Nath. The conversation will be moderated by
Executive Director, Climate, The Nand & Jeet Khemka Foundation Aaran Patel.

This is the latest installment of Avid Learning’s flagship series Sustainability NOW. Beginning in 2020,
through Sustainability Now, Avid Learning has presented more than 75speakers and 50 programs across a
thematized and targeted series of discussions, online episodes, masterclasses, and more that aim to convert
audiences into changemakers and active catalysts, and custodians for a greener future. Speakers include
artists, designers, material researchers, chefs, architects, creative entrepreneurs, policymakers,
environmentalists, urban planners, educators, scientists, social media influencers, philanthropists, scholars,
technologists, business leaders, museologists, and many more voices. Previous editions of the series have
covered topics such as architecture and urbanism, emerging trends in the fashion industry, the future of food
and conscious consumption, materiality, technology, eco-tourism, and sustainable heritage.

This program also marks the beginning of partnership with the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
(TIFR), Mumbai, a premier research institution for science and education. With this collaboration, we aim to
create focused public programs that bring together diverse voices from across scientific disciplines, the arts,
and policymaking to engage audiences in critical issues and explore innovative solutions. Framed as an
accessible and dynamic public conversation, it marks the beginning of a long-term dialogue series.

Join us for an urgent and insightful conversation on how we can work together to protect and shape a
sustainable future.

When: Thursday, 11th September 2025 | 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
Where: Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), Mumbai
Register: www.avidlearning.in

Press: Ayeshah Dadachanji (ayeshah.avid@gmail.com)
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Bios:

Dr. Anish Andheria is the President & CEO of the Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) that works across 23
Indian States and catalyses path-breaking conservation action. He is a member of the State Board of Wildlife
of Maharashtra and the Maharashtra Coastal Zone Management Authority. He is also part of the Elephant
Task Force of Madhya Pradesh. He has been awarded the prestigious Carl Zeiss Conservation Award in 2008
and the UAA-Institute of Chemical Technology Distinguished Alumnus Award 2017. He is an Independent
Director of WCS-India and a member of the Advisory Committee of BNP Paribas India Foundation. A
professional wildlife photographer of repute, he has captured some of the remotest ecosystems of India. He
has co-authored two books on Indian wildlife and has contributed to several other books and publications. A
natural communicator, he is one of India's leading motivational speakers, and has introduced thousands of
young people to the joys of nature and the rationale for nature conservation.

Shloka Nath is the CEO of the India Climate Collaborative, a non-profit focused on mobilising philanthropic
capital to accelerate climate action in India. The ICC connects funders to high-impact solutions that restore our
planet and build a healthy and equitable future for all, while continuing to help India meet its development
goals.

Prior to this, she led the Sustainability and Policy & Advocacy portfolios at the Tata Trusts and was the
Managing Partner of Sankhya Women Impact Funds. She is currently a Trustee at the CSMVS, the Vice
President of the Bombay Natural History Society, a board member of IIT Madras’ Energy Consortium, and
Climate Catalyst, a member of Alliance magazine’s Editorial Advisory Board, and a member of the Advisory
Board to IUCN’s Nature-based Recovery initiative, among numerous other positions. She is also the author of
the book, “Hidden India: Journey to Where the Wild Things Are” (April 2018), a compendium of photographs
and writing about Indian wildlife and landscapes.

Mahesh Sankaran is a community and ecosystem ecologist whose research focuses on understanding how
climate change impacts the distribution, structure and functioning of tropical ecosystems globally, with a focus
on savannas and grasslands, and more recently, forests. He is particularly interested in applying this
knowledge to the restoration of degraded lands in a changing climate. He has also contributed to shaping
international policy on climate change, biodiversity and land through his work with the IPCC and IPBES
assessments on land degradation, climate change and biodiversity. He was awarded the Infosys Prize for the
Life Sciences in 2021 and has been elected to the Indian Academy of Sciences and the Indian National
Science Academy.

Aaran Patel works in climate change philanthropy and policy as the Executive Director of Climate at The Nand
& Jeet Khemka Foundation, which has been involved in climate change mitigation for 30 years. He is climate
and conservation advisor to Godrej Enterprises Group, and has also consulted on climate with organisations in
the development, private and public sectors. He is the co-founder of Earth Focus Kanha, working on
landscape restoration through nature-based livelihoods and contextual education with forest-dwelling
communities. Aaran is a Master in Public Policy graduate from the Harvard Kennedy School.



